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Director McCaffrey. I also thank the Con-
gress for their past and future support. If we
are to make further progress, we must main-
tain a bipartisan commitment to the goals of
the Strategy.

As we enter the new millennium, we are
reminded of our common obligation to build
and leave for coming generations a stronger
Nation. Our National Drug Control Strategy
will help create a safer, healthier future for
all Americans.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February, 8, 1999.

Remarks to the American Embassy
Community in Amman, Jordan
February 8, 1999

Death of King Hussein I
Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, I would

like to begin, if I might, by thanking Presi-
dent Bush, President Carter, and President
Ford and this congressional delegation for
coming on very short notice all the way to
Jordan to make a clear and unambiguous
statement about our regard and respect and
gratitude to King Hussein and the people of
Jordan. I thank them very, very much.

I want to thank Ambassador Burns and all
of you in the Embassy community for rep-
resenting us in a difficult and challenging
part of the world, in a wonderful country.
I thank all the Jordanian nationals who work
for the United States. We are honored by
your efforts. And when Jordanians and Amer-
icans work together in our Embassy here in
Amman, they symbolize the partnership that
we hope will always exist between the United
States and Jordan.

Most of what I would have said has already
been said so eloquently by those who have
spoken before. I would just like to make a
couple of points about King Hussein and
about King Abdullah.

First of all, Hussein really did bring people
together. You know, I was looking at the four
of us—here we are, two Democrats, two Re-
publicans—we’ve agreed on many things;
we’ve disagreed on a thing or two over time.
But we know that America’s interest and

America’s heart were close to this King and
this country.

I looked at the Israeli delegation today; I
could hardly believe my eyes. All the can-
didates for prime minister were there.
[Laughter] They were all walking together.
I don’t know if they talk at home, but they
were all talking here. [Laughter] I thought,
it was as if Hussein was hugging them all,
you know? It was really a beautiful sight. Peo-
ple coming from all around the world, coun-
tries that are at each other’s throat, here
meeting in peace and friendship and the
sanctity of the umbrella of this great man.
He worked with every American President
since President Eisenhower—amazing thing.

The second thing I would like to say is
that he really was driven not by the title he
had but by the responsibilities it bore. And
he was ennobled not by the title but by the
strength of his own character and his vision
and his spirit. It was unbelievable to me
when we talked right before we started this
last round of peace negotiations at Wye—
and I knew how ill he was—he said, ‘‘Well,
I would be willing to come down there if
you think it would help.’’ I said, ‘‘If I think
it would help? This whole thing is about to
come apart; of course, it would help.’’ I said,
‘‘If you come down, they won’t have the cour-
age to walk away here without an agree-
ment.’’ And so he did.

And he took a house, and some days he
could only work 30 minutes or an hour. But
every day we needed him in that long Wye
peace accord, he was there. Every day he
was needed, he was there. No matter how
sick he was, no matter how bad he felt. And
his son, the new King, told me tonight, he
said, ‘‘You know, the truth is it put some days
on his life because he was doing what he be-
lieved in.’’ And all the icy atmosphere of
those tense talks would immediately dis-
appear when Hussein walked in the room be-
cause all the differences and animosities and
grievances seemed small in the face of this
very large presence. And it was almost as if
the more frail his body became, the more
powerful the essence of his spirit was.

Every Jordanian citizen can be proud of
that—can be proud that on every continent,
in every country of the world, people said
that is the sort of person we all ought to be.
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The last point I would like to make is that
I would like to join the previous speakers in
saying that I have great confidence in the
young King of Jordan. I had a very good
meeting with him today. He clearly under-
stands his mission. He said in the most mov-
ing way—he said, ‘‘I and all of my brothers
and sisters have absorbed our father’s teach-
ing; we know what we are supposed to do,
and I intend to do it.’’ And he said it in a
way that exuded the quiet, humble con-
fidence that I saw so often in his father.

And finally, just on a purely personal note,
I was deeply honored to be able to bring
Queen Noor’s mother and father over on the
airplane with me. They are in this audience
tonight, because we are leaving from here.
And I think we should let them know that
our prayers and support are with them, and
we are grateful that their daughter, a daugh-
ter of America, has been a magnificent
Queen of Jordan and a great friend to the
people of both countries.

Hillary and I have had so many unbeliev-
able experiences as a result of the great honor
of serving in the White House. But among
those I will treasure most every day of my
life are the times we had with the King of
Jordan. He made us all a little better, and
he always will.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Marriott Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to U.S. Ambassador to Jordan William
J. Burns; and Queen Noor’s parents, Najeeb and
Doris Halaby. The transcript made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of former Presidents Gerald R. Ford,
Jimmy Carter, and George Bush; the First Lady;
and Ambassador Burns.

Statement on the Eritrea-Ethiopia
Border Conflict
February 9, 1999

I am deeply concerned by the heavy fight-
ing along the border between Ethiopia and
Eritrea. Since the dispute began in May
1998, my administration has sought to work
with these two friends of the United States
to achieve a peaceful resolution. Susan Rice,
the Assistant Secretary of State for African

Affairs, has conducted intensive shuttle di-
plomacy between Ethiopia and Eritrea, and
former National Security Adviser Anthony
Lake has made four trips to the region at
my request.

We remain committed to this crucial ef-
fort. A peaceful solution can and must be
found without delay. I urge both parties to
halt the fighting immediately. If the conflict
continues, its human and economic cost will
be incalculable for the people of Ethiopia
and Eritrea and for the entire region.

I am disappointed that hostilities resumed
while sustained diplomatic efforts by the
international community were continuing.
We welcome Ethiopia’s standing acceptance
of the Organization of African Unity’s
Framework Agreement and maintain our
support for the efforts of the OAU and others
to promote a peaceful resolution of this con-
flict.

The return to hostilities cannot bring
about a lasting solution to this dispute. I am
particularly alarmed by the recent use of air
power, which escalates the conflict and vio-
lates the agreed airstrike moratorium. I urge
the Ethiopian Government to refrain from
further use of its aircraft as currently em-
ployed along the border, and I ask both sides
to renew their commitment to the morato-
rium.

For the sake of their people, the leaders
of Ethiopia and Eritrea must immediately
halt the fighting and recommit themselves
to diplomatic efforts to secure a peaceful set-
tlement.

Statement on the Nomination of
Richard C. Holbrooke to be
Ambassador to the United Nations

February 9, 1999

I will soon send to the Senate my nomina-
tion of Richard C. Holbrooke to be the next
United States Ambassador to the United Na-
tions.

From building a lasting peace in Bosnia
to searching for a political settlement in
Kosovo to finding a workable solution in Cy-
prus, Richard C. Holbrooke’s intellect, vigor,
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